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o Trinity term would be complete with-
out Summer Eights, one of Oxford?s two 

annual rowing regattas. It takes place in 5th 
week and, like Torpids in H ilary term, is a four-
day bumps race, with crews of eight rowers and 
one coxswain lining up on the R iver Thames 
(called the Isis in these parts) and trying their ut-
most to ?bump? (make contact with) the crew 
ahead of them before they get bumped by the 
crew behind ? it?s undeniably a chaotic, dramatic 
and exciting experience. This year, Oriel had a 
mighty fleet of eight (!) boats on the river:

M 5
This was the ?beer boat?, put together at short 
notice and consisting of a eclectic mixture of 
alumni, blues rowers, and fresh novices. Despite 
a rower coming out of his seat and ?catching a 
crab? (getting a blade stuck in the water), and the  
boat hitting a tree, and coming to a complete 
standstill after rowing into the bank, the crew 
managed to recover quickly both times, bump-
ing St H ilda?s, Christ Church, Green Temple-
ton, and Brasenose on their way to ?blades? (for 
having bumped on each day of the race)!

M 4
N o one expected this boat to even qualify, let 
alone get the two bumps they did. After bump-
ing Wolfson and Somerville straight off the start 
on Wednesday and Thursday, the boat rowed 
into a tree on Friday, snapping a blade cleanly in 
twain! They were, alas, bumped by on Saturday, 
despite almost catching up to the boat ahead.

W3
Despite being placed in a very hard division, 
Oriel?s women?s third boat rowed valiantly and 
tried their best to stave off the competition. Un-
fortunately, they were awarded ?spoons? (for hav-
ing been bumped on each day of the race). but 
they have done Oriel very proud nonetheless.

M 3
The third men?s boat earned their blades rather 
easily, achieving most of their bumps during or 
before the ?gut?, where the river opens out ? to 
the chagrin of Christ Church, Univ, Worcester, 
and Osler House.

W2
Oriel managed to bump N ew, Worcester and 
Regent?s on the first three days of racing, despite 
less- than- perfect weather conditions. Although 
the women thought they might achieve blades, 
in the end Wolfson put up a very hard fight and 
managed to hold them off.

M 2
The men were the only M 2 boat in the second 
division, evidence of the thorough, unrivaled 
consistency of Oriel?s training regime. They at-
tained two hard- fought bumps against Corpus 

and Worcester, both after the long bridges, and 
managed not to get bumped throughout.

W1
The women?s race on Wednesday got klaxoned 
and was cancelled, preventing them from getting 
blades, but they bumped gloriously on every 
other day, first defeating Hertford and N ew. Sat-
urday saw Oriel chase a very strong Keble crew, 
all the way through the gut and past the green 
banks, but they victoriously bumped right in 
front of the Oriel boathouse for everyone to see!

M 1
They say that they didn?t quite find their rhythm 
on day one, but still managed to see Keble off. 
After getting further in the groove, they held off 
Keble and Pembroke on the next two days, even 
killing some geese along the way! Speed without 
mercy. This left them facing Christ Church on 
the last day, whom they oustripped all the way 
down the river, giving Oriel the headship of the 
river, once again, in glorious fashion, celebrated 
with the customary boat-burning in First Quad.

As you can see, bumps racing is a uniquely spon-
taneous and fun sport, and the fact that Oriel 
managed to qualify so many crews this year is a 
true testament to the immense work the cap-
tains, coaches and committee have put in. We 
had the fastest M 5, M 4, M 2, and of course M 1. 
Despite not having qualified an M 5 boat since 
1997, they went as far as to attain blades this year. 
In the Platinum Jubilee year of Her M ajesty the 
Queen, our college visitor, the Boat Club has 
never looked more triumphant. Floreat Oriel! ?

People have always sun-swum in the summer,

And bathed in broad buttercups under blue skies.

People have always been meadow-grass thumbers,

And combed with fresh fingers the fields where they lie.

Oh, let me go back to those mild, milky meadows,

Where life flows with ease, undisrupted and mellow.

I?d stretch like a starfish, alone there for hours,

Perusing the clouds as I thumb through the flowers.

But aeroplane trails scrape away at my heavens,

And I?m there, neck scrunched and hunched over my screen,

DM -ing ?acquaintances? I?ve never seen,

With screenshots that blind me and music that deafens.

Oh, let me go back to that buttercup bed,

Where white, fluffy thoughts float at peace through my head.

Summer is the best ?

?  but! H ave you ever thought
that summer could be
the worst?

M eet Jack.

He has had the worst
summer ever.

Here is why:

When it was summer, Jack was playing with
the water.

He caught a cold, and that made him cross.

So that?s why he has had the ?awful summer?!

Part of the Oriel family (you can meet his dad,
Puru, in the Lodge), Noah is seven years old, and
we?re very proud to be the first to publish his work!

THE POOR PRINT

Siddiq Islam

Noah S. Adhikar i

Awful 
Summer

With exams looming ahead for many, we understand 
the nerves you?re probably going through right now. 
Still, we hope that this issue?s pieces will serve as a 

worthwhile distraction, and possibly also as inspiration!

UPCOM IN G ISSUE

The final Poor Print theme for Trinity term is:

I ssue 80 ? FUT URE
Submissions by 5 June (Sunday, 7th week)

As another academic year draws to a close, some of us 
will be making plans to leave, thinking about what 
comes next: education, jobs, relationships, and more.

What could the future hold in store?

People Have Always

A Summer  of Finals by Monim Wains

N

SUM M ER EIGH T S 2022

Boat Wed T hu Fr i Sat Finish

W1 ? ? ? ? 7th

W2 ? ? ? ? 46th

W3 ? ? ? ? 66th

Boat Wed T hu Fr i Sat Finish

M 1 ? ? ? ? H ead!

M 2 ? ? ? ? 23rd

M 3 ? ? ? ? 62nd

M 4 ? ? ? ? 70th

M 5 ? ? ? ? 74th

Key:

? bumped ?  rowed over ? was bumped Oriel College Boat Club carrying an old boat back 
to First Quad, a customary post-headship

ritual before the boat-burning
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ALISH A M AFAAS

n the case of Sri Lanka?s colonisation by 
the Portuguese, spanning from 1505

until 1658, language was an essential tool in
asserting colonial domination and in preserv-
ing Portuguese influence in the centuries to 
come. The relinquishment of colonies by
their empires in the 20th century was in-
evitable (as Sri Lankans enjoyed on 4 Febru-
ary 1948), but the ability of the Portuguese 
colonists to exert a long- lasting linguistical in-
fluence on Sri Lanka is evidence of successful 
colonial domination, achieved largely through 
the implementation of the Portuguese lan-
guage on the native people and their daily
lives throughout their rule. In 1505, a strong 
Portuguese naval force arrived on the shores
of Colombo, commanded by a celebrated sea 
captain, Lourenço de Almeida, acting under
his father ? Sir Francisco de Almeida, the first 
viceroy of Portuguese India. Lourenço de 
Almeida founded a settlement in Colombo
that same year, kickstarting what would be a 
lengthy Portuguese rule on the island. The
Portuguese consolidated their settlements and 
colonies by utilising their language in all as-
pects of greater colonial domination, including 
in the role of Roman Catholic missionar-
ies, in the role of the Casados and in the estab-
lishing of Portuguese as the language of the
nobility. In the long period after the Por-
tuguese colonists left Sri Lanka, Portuguese
remained omnipresent in the country, partic-
ularly in a colloquialised variation of it (coined 
as ?Ceylon Portuguese? by many historians). 
This lingua franca (a common language
adopted between people who speak different
native languages) was central in the colonial 
domination of Sri Lanka by the Portuguese, 
who effectively weaponised language as a tool 
for this objective. From the mid?17th century 
onwards, the Dutch and the British both suc-
cessfully colonised Sri Lanka; however, the 
strength of the Portuguese language hindered 
their influence, so they overall did not have
the same extensive cultural impact as their pre-
decessor did.

The main way in which language was utilised
as a tool by the Portuguese settlers in their
quest for long- term colonial domination was
by associating their language heavily with the 
Roman Catholic Church and its missionaries, 
for example, by preaching and conducting 
church services in Portuguese. By 1658, the
end of the Portuguese rule in Sri Lanka, there 
were 123 priests across the island ? only a mi-
nority of them had managed to grasp the local 
languages of Tamil and Sinhala. A lack of
books and dictionaries to learn from can be 
blamed for this, but it was apparent that most 
priests had no desire to learn these local lan-
guages and were intent on preaching Catholi-
cism in Portuguese. The priests did still,
however, make obvious efforts to teach Por-
tuguese to locals: for instance, by providing
interpreters to facilitate church activities, al-
lowing them to continue in the Portuguese
language. Consequently, the missionaries were 
able to bridge the language divide be-
tween settlers and local people, bringing them 
together through their love for Roman
Catholicism. The efforts of Portuguese mis-
sionaries were so influential that their pres-
ence was recognised well into the period of 
Dutch rule in Ceylon, as noted by a British
voyager, Robert Knox, in 1681 ? ?many of
the natives became Christians and learnt the 
Portuguese tongue?. By tactically using religion 
as a gateway for locals to pick up the Por-
tuguese language, the settlers were able to assert 
colonial domination for an elongated pe-
riod, as religion was passed from generation to 
generation of islanders. During this historical
period, religion was a crucial aspect of a coun-
try?s national identity ? therefore, by forming
a strong relationship between Catholicism and 
the Portuguese tongue, Portuguese settlers
had successfully utilised language as a tool for 
colonial domination because the language?s
use was drawn out into the period of Dutch rule 
in Sri Lanka. [continued]

PAN OD  PON GPAT TAN APUN

?Language in history: that full field? (Williams)

outh Africa is a unique setting for a study 
of language in history. It was, like other 

parts of the continent, populated by indigenous 
groups before arrival of the European. It is, how-
ever, naïve to generalise South Africa with other 
colonies in the continent, for the linguistic con-
flict in colonial South Africa was not a mono-
machy between the European and the vernacu-
lars, but a three- way conflict between the two 
Europeans and multiple vernaculars.

Etienne van Heerden, a South African writer, 
classified an analysis of ?language? into three cat-
egories: language as a language, language as a 
writer?s strategy, and language as a metanarra-
tive. One would expect that to understand the 
power of language in colonialism is to assess the 
language policy and the effects thereof. This es-
say, however, discusses the effects of languages 
in colonial policies, showing how language and 
discourse play more active and operational roles 
than obvious language policies. As Bakhtin puts 
it, languages ?serve the specific sociopolitical 
purposes of the day, even hour?. In short, this es-
say explores how van Heerden?s language as a 
metanarrative and Bakhtinian monologic dis-
course had reinforced in the colonial domina-
tion, particularly in South Africa before its full 
independence in 1931.

The colonial history of South Africa largely be-
gan when the Dutch East India Company ac-
quired a supply base at Cape Town in 1652 and 
started bringing agricultural settlers into the 
colony. In the early 1800s, the British obtained 
the Cape Colony from the Dutch after a series 
of agreements during N apoleonic War, after 
which Britain suffered from severe unemploy-
ment. Consequently, the government encour-
aged the British to settle in the Cape, and
between April and June 1820, around 4,000 set-
tlers had arrived in the colony. The presence of 
British settlers grew larger and day- to- day busi-
ness started to be conducted largely in English. 
In 1822, Lord Somerset, the British colonial 
governor, declared English to be the sole lan-
guage for schools, churches, government, and 
courts. The colony employed numerous British 
schoolmasters and Scottish clergy to help propa-
gate the language. One of the first printing 
presses in South Africa, for example, was the 
Lovedale press of the Glasgow M issionary Soci-
ety in Tyhume Valley.

These examples encapsulate how language poli-
cies took shape in British colonial domination, 
but also explain an underlying cause which 
would fit into Phillipson?s definition of lin-
guicism and linguistic racism: ?the ideology of 
linguistic superiority associated with dominant 
language?. English was seen as a superior tongue, 
conveying complex meanings yet in a simple 
way. Kaplan explains this by modelling the Eng-
lish ?cultural thought pattern? as a straight arrow 
from the beginning to the end, whereas the pat-
tern in other languages is more complex. Fur-
thermore, Jespersen believes that a quality of a 
primitive language was the absence of abstract or 
general terms, under which the Zulu language 
of South Africa was classified, as it had no word 
for ?cow?, but only ?red cow? or ?white cow?. Ac-
cording to Pennycook?s colonial dichotomy, this 
was an attempt to construct an illogical and 
primitive colonised Other in contrast to the log-
ical and advanced colonising Self. This notion 
was reflected through contemporaneous litera-
ture, such as H aggard?s King Solomon?s Mines, 
which portrays the protagonist as a ?colonial 
gentleman? and the natives as either dangerous 
or subservient. As such, there was a special em-
phasis in Anglocentric education to fulfil the 
burden of civilising the colonies. As anthropolo-
gist M alinowski commented, a black man can 
become the white?s equal through education, a 
comment made to assist colonial control. To il-
lustrate, Olive Schreiner had to take the manu-
script of The Story of an African Farm to publish 
in London, since the early English publishing 
industry in South Africa was already preoccu-
pied with schoolbooks, not on general
readership. [continued]

eary McBearface, treasured Oriel mascot and 
JCR staple, is here to help you with your trou-

bles. In this column, Beary will attempt to find solu-
tions to your little college worries; trust him, he?s seen 
it all. To contact him, all you have to do is send an 
email to thepoorprint@oriel.ox.ac.uk with the sub-
ject line ?Dear Beary?.

Of course, if you?d like to remain anonymous ? and 
Beary encourages naming no names; we don?t want 
any beef here ? just drop a note with your Beary con-
cern to one of the editors? pidges in the Lodge. And 
please do: Beary needs a hobby in his twilight years.

[If you?re really struggling, or if your problem contains 
sensitive information, please be aware that Beary has 
received no formal welfare training. For more informa-
tion and help, you can reach out to our beloved JCR 
Welfare Officers (Aidan and Harriet) and MCR Wel-
fare Secretaries (Luke and Ada), or get in touch with 
the peer supporters, the Welfare Deans (Marta and 
Dan), the Chaplain (Rob), or the College Nurse.]

1. D ear Beary, when does sum m er really 
begin?

Like so many questions, it all depends on who 
you ask. A meteorologist would say that sum-
mer (here in the N orthern Hemisphere) simply 
begins on 1 June (and ends on 31 August). But 
that?s a really unsatisfying answer ? calendar 
months, which are basically arbitrary divvyings-
up of the year,  surely shouldn?t correspond to 
the seasons so nicely!

N ow, if you ask an astronomer, you get a much 
more fascinating answer. Summer begins at the 
summer solstice, the point at which the declination 
of the Sun from the celestial equator (as traced 
by the ecliptic) reaches its maximum of 23.44°.

Confused? Let me explain another way.

The reason why we have seasons is because the 
Earth?s axis is tilted relative to the plane of its or-
bit. So at some parts of the orbit the tilt points 
in the direction of the Sun, and at other parts it 
points away. The solstice is simply the point at 
which the tilt points directly towards the Sun. 
This means we get the most hours of daylight 
(about 16 hours 41 minutes in Oxford) then. In 
other words, summer is the season when day-
time gets shorter and night-time gets longer, un-
til they equalise in late September.

And when is the summer solstice? Well, if you 
want to be precise, it falls on 21 June at 10:13am 
BST this year. N ow, who else is up for a pedan-
tic solstice party at that exact time on Tuesday of 
9th week in Third Quad?

2. D ear Beary, I?m  going to M cD onald?s. 
Would you l ike anything?

I've heard the M cPlant is pretty good. Could 
you get me one of that? Cheers!

3. D ear Beary, would you choose between 
being able to speak every language or play 
every instrum ent?

Whilst playing every instrument would un-
doubtedly be a phenomenal skill, I feel that the 
talent of omni- lingualism outdoes it. Imagine 
being able to travel anywhere and immediately 
understanding everybody. You could order a 
M cPlant in any country you like.

4. D ear Beary, what?s the best flavour of 
yoghur t?

This is neither a very deep question nor a very 
specific one. I don?t mind a plain Greek yo-
ghurt. I would put granola and honey in it and 
dried cranberries for taste.

5. D ear Beary, which cam e first, the 
chicken or the egg?

Beary came before everything. ?

Alisha M afaas and Panod Pongpattanapun

Rex Nettleford Pr ize Essays ?Dear  Beary...?

Beary M cBear face
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On 20 May, in conjunction with Oriel?s inaugural Rex Nettleford Lecture, delivered by
Professor Nandini Chatterjee, two Year 12 students, Alisha Mafaas and Panod Pongpattanapun,

jointly received the Rex Nettleford Essay Prize for their insightful analyses of colonialism and its legacies.

Here are excerpts from the two winning essays, both of which discuss the statement that ?language is an essential 
tool of colonial domination? in relation to a particular colonial and cultural context of their choosing.

S

You can read both winning essays in full on the College website. Congratulations to Alisha and Panod, and also to 
the six other students awarded special commendations: Lamisa, Taslima, Ronan, James, Cameron, and Samuel.

PROVOST ?S TALK

This occasional guest-night series sees Lord Mendoza, 
Oriel?s provost, in conversation with distinguished 
members of the public on a wide range of topics.

The next instalment in the series will take place
on 1 June (Wednesday, 6th week) at 5pm  in

the H arr is Lecture T heatre ? all are welcome. 
While the event is free to attend, booking in advance to 

reserve a space is recommended, and can be done 
through the College website.

On this occasion, Neil will be speaking on the subject 
of Ukraine with the British author, journalist and
TV presenter D avid Patr ikarakos, who has 
written extensively for many of the world?s most 
prominent publications and is an expert in the

nuances of the ongoing Russia?Ukraine conflict, 
having spent time in 2014 embedded with forces in

the Russo-Ukrainian War and reporting on
hostilities between Hamas and Israel.

David?s 2017 book War in 140 Characters:
How Social M edia Is Reshaping Conflict in

the Twenty-First Century has been widely
praised, and is now part of information-war and 
counter-disinformation courses at West Point and 
Sandhurst, used by the Ministry of Defence for 

?information advantage?, and included on the required 
reading list for NATO officers. In February 2022, 

The Wall Street Journal listed it as one of
?seven books that explain why Russia wants Ukraine?. 
He has previously published an acclaimed analysis of 
Iran?s growing nuclear capabilities, N uclear Iran: 

Birth of an Atomic State (2012, updated 2020).

An alumnus of Wadham College, David is a Poynter 
Fellow at Yale, a senior research fellow at the Institute 
for Strategic Dialogue, and an associate fellow of the 

School of Iranian Studies at St Andrews.

This event promises to be a unique opportunity to 
discover more about the current situation in Ukraine, 
and how misinformation and ?fake news? can play a 

key role in modern conflicts.

OR I EL GARD EN  PLAY

First Quad is soon to become both theatre and forest,
in which meddling fairies, runaway lovers, and feuding 
royals cross paths. In Shakespeare?s A M idsummer 

N ight?s Dream, heartbreak, mistaken identities, and 
transformations abound ... and, of course, hilarity 
ensues in the first college garden play since 2019.

Directed by Ellie Greaves, third-year historian, and 
produced by Katie Rennie, second-year linguist and 

student filmmaker, both talented Orielenses, the focus 
of this rendition is on playing with the confusion of 

each scene, both physically and verbally. Audiences will 
witness a graduation (or rather descent!) from a 
fundamentally repressed, upright society to the 

capriciousness of the Athenian forest. Characters are 
forced to question continually their own moral 

respectability while under the influence of faerie 
mischief, and in the process are liberated in many ways.

Showtimes are 8:00pm  on 17 June (Friday), and 
1:30pm  and 6:00pm  on 18 June (Saturday) in 

8th week. Tickets are available via the link at 
@orielgardenplay on Instagram, starting at £3.83.

British Summer 
Sunshine

M onim Wains

Finally! M y window was bright!
M y room was filled with glowing light!

After months of grey and cloudiness wet,
A t-shirt and shorts were a decent bet.

So out I came smiling with glee,
Everyone blinking and squinting to see.

I saw that tourists had filled up the town
And the river had punts all the way down.

Good idea, what could be more fun
Than floating down the river bathing in the sun?

Soon enough, then, I got to first in line,
For sure, the next punt was going to be mine!

They told me how to hold it,
?Pull down as you sit?.

?I know the drill?, I said,
Standing on the riverbed.

They could tell that as well,
I had experience they could smell.

So off I went with a mighty push,
Skilfully dodging every little bush.

But no sooner was it too far to turn back
That the sky took a turn fading to black.

It was the rain they could smell ?
The sunshine was only a spell.
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