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t the edges of Europe, 
there are borders you can 
cross, borders you cannot 

cross, and borders you may cross if 
you so wish, and to which you may 
or may not return.

If you’re seeking refuge in Europe, 
the chances are you take the West-
ern, Central or Eastern Mediter-
ranean routes. The first takes you 
from Morocco into Southern Spain, 
the Central and most famous, from 
Libya to Italy, and the Eastern, to 
the Aegean Islands of Greece.

But the Aegean Islands of Chios, 
Lesvos, Samos, Kos and Leros 
have, since a joint statement by the 
EU and Turkey back in March 
2016, become barriers rather than 
bridges into Europe. As a conse-
quence of that statement - in which 
Turkey agreed to receive back ‘all 
new irregular migrants’ crossing 
into the EU - thousands of refugees 
have since been stranded in camps 
that were and are manifestly un-
suited to the long-term accommo-
dation of vulnerable persons.

Since March 2016, non-govern-
mental organisations (NGOs) and 
governments have responded 
retroactively to a crisis brought 
about by a political accord that cal-
lously imperilled those already in 
acute states of instability.

This line of islands became de facto 
prisons for families and displaced 
persons from countries across the 
Middle East, Northern and Sub-
Saharan Africa.

The es tab l i shment of these 
‘RICs’ (Reception and Identifica-
tion Centres) was purportedly 
aimed at establishing a preliminary 
screening process for those claim-
ing asylum in Europe. Yet in prac-
tice, it resulted in hundreds of 
refugees being left waiting for over 
a year to complete the first stage of 
a lengthy asylum-process. As the 
situation developed, ashamedly, 
many of these individuals - having 
been kept in limbo for months - 
were finally rejected in their ap-
plications and forcibly deported to 
Turkey.

The bureaucratic and logistical fail-
ures of EU member states to re-
spond to an influx of refugees were 
an affront that was compounded by 
a large number of human-rights 

abuses endured by refugees on EU 
soil during this time. Yet despite 
this, ‘rejections’ have and continue 
to be given out to those suffering 
from severe mental and physical 
health issues, in many cases 
brought about during and due to the 
asylum process itself.

NGOs and human-rights organisa-
tions have repeatedly called for 
immediate changes to a system that 
simply does not adequately safe-
guard vulnerable persons. Right 
across the demographics of unac-
companied minors, families, single 
men and boys, victims of gender-
based violence, of war, torture and 
social unrest, measures have not 
been put in place to minimise the 
impact of the EU-Turkey statement 
for these communities.

Since before the EU-Turkey 
statement, NGOs have oper-
ated on the Aegean islands, 
fulfilling a number of ser-
vices including nutrition, 
sanitation, education, protec-
tion and legal support. Many 
are working also to provide 
the psycho-social support 
that remains necessary if the 
asylum system consistently 
fails to deal with asylum 
applications in a timely and 
appropriate manner. Services 
that tend to the welfare of 
vulnerable persons during 
these months are essential.

In May 2017, the Greek gov-
ernment made matters worse 
in a declaration that all 
NGOs were to suspend their 
services on the islands in 
light of a Greek government 
take-over of services. In 
what was seen as a money-
grab for ECHO money (the EU’s 
civil protection and humanitarian 
aid body), the Greek government 
put at further risk the psycho-social 
wellbeing of tens of thousands of 
individuals.

It’s been both uplifting and neces-
sary, however, that in spite of this 
announcement, non-governmental 
actors on the Aegean Islands have 
persisted in their efforts to provide 
education, legal, medical and psy-
cho-social support. On Chios, 
we’ve continued to run our Youth 
Centre and High School for refugee 
youth between the ages of 12 and 
22, working alongside a network of 
other actors who collectively pro-
vide social and educational spaces 
that reach a large number of those 
left waiting on the island.

Providing structured, safe spaces 
that also offer opportunities to de-
velop and learn new skills is a 
small and insufficient part of build-
ing a society that supports rather 
than hinders asylum-seekers. 

Whilst it is not enough, it remains 
hugely important and valued by 
beneficiaries.

This work is a far cry from the type 
of ‘crisis response’ of 2016, when 
newspapers and aid organisations 
rushed to report on the ‘unfolding 
European refugee crisis’. What we 
are seeing now is a shift towards a 
protracted crisis that does not re-
ceive the necessary focus or fund-
ing.

You can get informed and get in-
volved in this situation by taking 
one of the suggested actions, or by 
getting in touch directly. A few 
weeks ago, Action for Education is 
marking 2 years of its Refugee Ed-
ucation Chios project.■ 

Information about Action for Edu-
cation can be found on their web-
site, www.actionforeducation.co.uk. 

Head over to the online version of 
this article at www.thepoorprint.-
com for more links and further 
reading.

The heavy downpour,

the brief thunderstorm,

and petrichor

fill up the air -

down the cycling path

and the memory lane called home.

he rain in Oxford has been 
reminiscent  of  my  home 
country since last week. In 

a tropical  country like Malaysia,  it 
is  common  to  have  downpours 
every now and then.

Thunder  could  not  be  more  ab-
sent—and  present—in  my  life  on 
last  Saturday  night.  It  had  its  first 
growl  in  Oxford  since  2016,  my 
year of matriculation.

My passage down the cycling path 
on  South  Parks  Road  carried  me 
through a memory lane.

If  I  close  my  eyes,  I  would  have 
thought I was in Malaysia—cycling 
past lush green trees through warm, 
fresh  air  after  a  heavy  rain,  down 
the road to my house from a neigh-
bourhood park. These scenes would 
reside in dreams at night, if I close 
my eyes.

But my eyes were open; still, I was 
in two homes. It is true that home is 
where the heart is—

My heart beats in Oxford, my home; 
and beats of my home, Malaysia.■ 

Soo Yi Yun
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Memories of  Home Postscript for the 1-2-5

In Search of Safe Passage
  The psycho-social implications of the EU-Turkey Deal on Greek Islands.

Jacob Warn

5 Actions You Can Take

1. The Poor Print was founded and continues to pride itself on pub-
lishing creative talent from Oriel College. Let’s use it to work 
towards long-term and ethical reporting of issues around the 
globe. The Poor Print could, for example, work with Chios Voic-
es, a refugee news initiative, to build awareness around continu-
ing migration issues on the Aegean Islands. 

2. As an individual and as a college, you can help raise money to 
support psycho-social projects run in Greece. This money goes 
to fill the gaps left by governments, and without it this form of 
support will quite simply cease to exist. 

3. You can volunteer. There remains a genuine and desperate need 
for volunteers in Greece and on its islands to help and work 
alongside refugee communities. You can find information here. 

4. You can volunteer in the UK. Volunteer remotely, or search for 
integration projects in your local community. If you want, you 
can get involved in Action for Education, our UK-based charity. 

5. You can nominate us (or another organisation) as an official 
Charity partner at your university, college, workplace or old 
school; learn more about our work and work with us to grow and 
develop our projects.

Very soon they missed him,

When the air conditioning leaked,

And everyone complained about

The smaller, harder seats.

And when the new train screeched to halt

Half an hour late,

Few among the passengers

Thought it worth the wait.

But Progress wouldn’t hearken

To this first journey’s curse:

They’d spent too many millions

Buying something worse

Than our beloved 1-2-5

They’d rushed to push aside

For fickle, flashy, tacky trains

While our old partner died.

So here we sit as captives,

Disgruntled and delayed.

A computerised apology

Through stale air is played,

But ever in our consciousness

The cancelled promise bleats:

‘The new trains will be faster –

And with bigger, softer seats!’

Tobias Thornes
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With charts, once showing routes across the sea,

Rejected now (some lost, some thrown away),

And ships exposed upon the ocean grey,

What should we do in life’s great odyssey,

This parlous passage to felicity?

For, in the swell, the surf, the spiteful spray,

Drowned by the water-flood, I fear we may

Be swallowed up by deep uncertainty.

But see! Look up! To steer the course that’s straight,

And, through the waves, to keep a steady keel,

The stars, though clouded, they can be our guide.

By them let us thus try to navigate.

For, always making for some high ideal,

We, starry-eyed, can hope to ride the tide.

Passage to Felicity
Rory Turnbull

Categorical return to my island 

the contract sees still breathing

sworn on cherry blisters 

but now, don’t worry, I have a stronger hardback 

body of 8-year-old mermaid me

Matchless bathing mansion waiting 

to show its flat excited chest 

a dream much closer to both of our folds

At the biggest surprise of them all

fuck you!..

I’m going to cry when it’s over 

but my knees will never touch the ground

And with every stroke of kenosis 

the street was stronger

with rubble fallen into the hill

is that a lap-embedded crevice 

or a standing oval river hatch 

Hello first isolation, or, maybe,

hello first length of ladder 

because every fibre of that rope is in the one in staircase 10101 

Cathedral cedar

warming past the traffic light into life 

back to waking and tree leaves 

Have I Left Him

Gallery Dreams
Tom Saer

The Poor Print thanks all its contribu-
tors and readers for another splendid 

year, and wishes all Orielenses the best for 
the long vac.

We look forward to welcoming Michael 
Angerer, Fanxi Liu and Chloe Whitehead as 

next year’s Executive Editors. 
Comic by Joe Gardiner
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